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1 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain 
Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name 
was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her. 3 And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his 
name Er. 4 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan. 5 And she yet again 
conceived, and bare a son; and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare him. 6 And Judah 
took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar. 7 And Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight of 
the Lord; and the Lord slew him. 8 And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother’s wife, and marry her, 
and raise up seed to thy brother. 9 And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when 
he went in unto his brother’s wife, that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother. 
10 And the thing which he did displeased the Lord: wherefore he slew him also. 11 Then said Judah to Tamar 
his daughter in law, Remain a widow at thy father’s house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest 
peradventure he die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father’s house. 12 And in 
process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah’s wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto his 
sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold 
thy father in law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep. 14 And she put her widow’s garments off from her, 
and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for 
she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought 
her to be an harlot; because she had covered her face. 16 And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, 
I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What 
wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me? 17 And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. 
And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it? 18 And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And 
she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto 
her, and she conceived by him. 19 And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on the 
garments of her widowhood. 20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his 
pledge from the woman’s hand: but he found her not. 21 Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where 
is the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And they said, There was no harlot in this place. 22 And he 
returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of the place said, that there was no harlot in 
this place. 23 And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast 
not found her. 24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy 
daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring 
her forth, and let her be burnt. 25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, saying, By the 
man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and 
bracelets, and staff. 26 And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; 
because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more. 
27 And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins were in her womb. 28 And it came to pass, 
when she travailed, that the one put out his hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet 
thread, saying, This came out first. 29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his brother 
came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore his name was called 
Pharez. 30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was 
called Zarah.   
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Who is Judah? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who is Judah’s friend? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who does Judah marry? Was his bride picked out by his father?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Genesis 28:1. Why do you think Judah picked this woman? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Aside from Genesis 28:1 can you find scriptures in either the Old or New Testament that show God’s people 
were not supposed to marry outside their people? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How many sons does Judah have with Shuah? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who choose Judah’s oldest son’s wife? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It appears that wasn’t a very long marriage. What happened? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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After her first husband dies, what happens to Tamar next? Does she remarry? If so, to who?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What happened to husband #2 and why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How do you reconcile what happened to Tamar’s first two husbands with God being a God of grace? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is Tamar given a third husband? What is she instructed to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Psalm 147: 19. Do you believe that Judah was given Godly statutes to live by? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Deuteronomy 25:5 then read 1 Timothy 5:8. Regardless of Judah’s reasoning do you think what he did was Biblical? 
Why or Why not? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Do you feel bad for Judah? Can you understand what he did? Why? Can you think of a time you were in a position to and 

had to choose between doing what was Biblically correct verses what was easy? Which did you choose? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Here comes Hirah again. Why do you think Judah keeps coming to this man? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How do you think 1 Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners applies to Judah and 

Hirah’s relationship? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Considering Tamar’s situation do you think she had many friends? Was she an outcast? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regardless of her status or who was friends with her, someone told her about her father in law. What clothes did she 
take off and what was put on? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Based on her clothes Judah believes Tamar is what? How is it possible that he did not recognize her? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Genesis 38: 16-18 tells us the price paid for Tamar services. Why do you think Judah was willing to pay such a price? That 

includes not just the price of the goat, but what she held until she received the goat. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you think Judah called for Tamar to be burned instead of stoned? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you think Tamar waited until the end to call out Judah? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Judah says Tamar is more righteous than I. What do think he means? How was one better than the other? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How many sons does Tamar give birth to? What do you think the significance is of that? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Aside from the genealogy in Matthew, were else do we see one of Judah and Tamar’s sons listed? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does Tamar being in the in the genealogy of Christ give you hope? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


